C.A.B. Parent Teacher Partnership

Feb. 28, 2008

Members present: Frank & Danyell Minier, Tammi Kuhn, Christy Rounds, Kari Koffman,       Connie Leestma, Chris Tornga, Mark Bullock, Sarah Baughman, Jocelyn Matelski, Peg Faulman, Susan Kinney, Matt Baughman, Larry & Karen Kubovchick

       (Thank You, to the many teachers and staff that stayed for the meeting, 

                              after already spending a long day with our kids!)

Mrs. Faulman mentioned the Bood Drive coming March 10th, at Concord and encouraged donors.

The minutes from the Feb. 12th meeting were approved.  One update, is that the camera for the yearbook has not yet arrived.  It has been ordered, and should arrive soon.

Treasurer’s Report – Tammy reported that we currently have approximately $6900 on hand.

  We have helped support the: Lego workshop, Cheboygan Opera House Trip and Yearbook camera

Old Business

   1.  Family Fun Night -  Feb. 29th, starting at 6:30. We’re still looking for volunteers.

     Frank reported he needed some help after school, and after the program, to help set up and tear down.  There will be some entertainment provided by different school students and staff.

     Mr. K. will check with Rachelle to see if we have ‘tickets’ for door prizes.

    A flyer will be going home with the students tomorrow.

    Please bring a snack to share.

   2.  Shop-A-Thon – coming April 12th
        Jo Morris is coordinating this event, but was unable to make this meeting, so there was little to report.  This will be a fundraiser for the P.T.P.  Each person/business setting up a booth will be charged $20 for the booth, and will be required to return 20% of their profit as well.  

          (That’s a 20/20 deal, so we should ‘clearly see’ a good return!)

       Frank moved that we donate $400 to the National Honor Society.  In return, the NHS will help with childcare as needed.  Since there was some confusion as to what that exact need would be, Mrs. Faulman will check with Jo Morris to clarify the situation. 

3. Co-Chairperson – The P.T.P. still needs a co-chair.  If you’re interested, let Danyell know.

4. Request for funds for technology – Mr. Baughman

Mr. Baughman has proposed a “software package” that will facilitate greater communication between parents and teachers, and within the school as well.

   For example: Attendance records, report cards, class assignments – these are kept in different computers within the school, in up to 4 different locations.  Much of the material is still kept on paper, and is thus harder to share.  The software package Matt is proposing will facilitate communication within the school and centralize the information.  It will save teacher’s time and increase efficiency by making record keeping much easier.  

   It will also be able to put information on the internet, so parents would be able to view grades and assignments.  Thus making it easier for parents to keep current with their child’s progress.

There would be security protocols in place to make sure that private information is kept private and the information is not tampered with.

  One suggestion was to keep a computer available at the school, for parents that don’t have internet access.  So they can also enjoy the benefits of the proposed package.

Requirements for the package include:

  1.   A new computer, minimum cost of $1468, to store the data.

2. A back up storage system - $400

3. $4000 for the programmer.  He is giving us a large discount, in part to help show the effectiveness of the program, so other schools can see it as well.

4. We will have to input the data, which is currently stored in various places, into the centralized program.  Approximately $500 - $800 

5. Revamping “airport stations” throughout the school.  $500

  Total $7162

This is MUCH less expensive than what many other schools are using to accomplish the same basic tasks.  They’re paying somewhere in the ballpark of $20,000, plus a yearly fee.

  Mr. Baughman has already applied for, and received, a technology grant of $1000.

That would leave our total at $6162.95.

    Concord Academy will cover ½ of this cost, and is requesting that the PTP cover the other ½.

The decision is needed by our next meeting, so we tabled it until that time.

  F.Y.I. The school has purchased 24 new computers for the staff.  Those that already have computers in the class, will be keeping their older computers available in the classroom as well, giving students greater access.

New Business

   Up-coming events – All in April

1. Open House –

2. Teacher Appreciation

3. Mushroom Festival – parade?

4. “Secret Santa” for next year – Basically opening up a small store for the kids to shop at.  Frank made the motion to allow him to sign a contract to lock in a “Secret Santa” store.  Motion passed.

Open Discussion

1. Mrs. K. wondered about the 4th of July parade, if we want to include a school ‘promotional’.  

      This could be a way to increase awareness of the school.  

2. Is there any interest in applying for a grant to get “healthy snacks” for the kids?  There definitely was!  Four of the teachers are already planning to attend a “local foods” program to promote healthier foods in the school.  We will continue to look into this topic. 

Next Meeting – Monday, March 10th, 6:30pm

Out next afternoon meeting will be Thursday, April 10th, 3:30.

Motion to adjourn was overwhelmingly passed at 4:55.

